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ANZAC DAY AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 30 June.  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [12.25 pm]:  The Opposition 
supports the Bill.  The Bill seems to have been put together for a particular purpose on a particular occasion.  
Members who read the Bill carefully will realise that that occasion was the Albany sitting of the Legislative 
Assembly.  The Government needed a reason to talk about Anzac Day in Albany, so with the help of some very 
smart person it created the Anzac Day Amendment Bill.  The Bill does very little.  All the Bill does is put into 
state legislation a definition of Anzac Day.  The definition in the current law simply refers to Anzac Day as 
being 25 April in each year.  The Bill proposes to introduce a new section 3A, which is headed “Confirmation of 
the status of ANZAC Day and recognition of sacrifices made” and provides - 

(1) In this Act and in any other written law -  

“ANZAC Day” means 25 April in each year.   

(2) This Act confirms the status of ANZAC Day as a day for the commemoration of the landing of 
Australian troops on the shores of Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 and recognises the sacrifices 
made by all Australian men and women serving their country in times of war and conflict and 
in peacekeeping duties.   

I have no problem with that being inserted in the legislation.  However, the bottom line is that it will make no 
difference to the way in which we treat Anzac Day, because we all know that what the definition now outlines is 
what people in Australia already think Anzac Day is all about.  I wonder whether there was some feeling in the 
community that the Government detected but that I missed that caused it to believe that there is a need to 
reinforce in the mind of the community the importance of Anzac Day.  In my experience, in the past 10 or 15 
years there has been a dramatic increase in enthusiasm for the celebration of Anzac Day.  I recall as a student in 
my university days attending an Anzac Day service and finding that there was some view that Anzac Day was 
old hat and out of date because it represented a glorification of war and we did not need to commemorate Anzac 
Day in the way that we had previously.  I am delighted that that view has changed over the years and that 
increasing numbers of people, particularly young people, are now keen to celebrate Anzac Day and pay homage 
to those men and women who gave their lives for Australia, and for democracy around the world, in a number of 
theatres of war.  I suspect that had this Bill come up in 1962, or whenever it was that I was talking about - 
perhaps 1966 - I might have believed that there was a need to get the message out to the community that Anzac 
Day is fundamental to the Australian psyche and to what it means to be an Australian.  Therefore, while the 
words that are contained in the Bill are very important and should be contained in state legislation, I am pleased 
that it is no longer necessary for the Parliament to try to get people to understand that Anzac Day is a very 
important part of the Australian lifestyle.  
The Bill is very simple and does a couple of things.  First, it provides a definition of “ANZAC Day”.  Second, it 
changes the word “Anzac” to “ANZAC” to better reflect that Anzac refers to Australian and New Zealand Army 
Corps.  It is not a word in its own right.  The Bill will delete sections 5(4) and 7(3) of the Anzac Day Act, which 
deal with Anzac Day falling on a Sunday and when certain activities, such as race meetings, are not allowed.  
Those issues have been sorted out, so those sections are no longer necessary.  The Opposition supports that.   

The Bill provides that the ownership of the Anzac Day Act be transferred from the Treasurer to the Premier.  I 
am not sure whether that is a good thing.  Usually it is good to have an Act of Parliament under the responsibility 
of the Treasurer, because he or she is responsible for the money.  However, Anzac Day means more than money 
and this symbolic gesture reflects the fact that Anzac Day is important enough to be under the ownership of the 
Premier.  Of course, we support that.   

I read with great interest the second reading speeches that were delivered here today and in the Legislative 
Assembly when it sat in Albany.  I regret to say that the second reading speech refers little to the Bill.  In fact, it 
almost ignores the Bill completely.  It refers to Anzac Day and the sacrifices that were made by Australians at 
Gallipoli during the First World War and, indeed, during other conflicts in which Australia has been involved.  I 
was interested to read the second reading speech that the Premier gave in Albany.  He referred to Western 
Australia having nine Victoria Cross recipients.  In his second reading speech today the Leader of the House 
referred to Western Australia having 20 recipients.  I hope that that mistake is not a reflection of the haste with 
which the first second reading speech was concocted.  It is a little distressing to read that a number of Western 
Australian people who received the VC were not acknowledged in the first second reading speech.  Fortunately, 
they have been acknowledged in today’s second reading speech.  Again, the cynics would say that that mistake is 
a reflection of the haste with which the first speech was written.  I am sure it was an oversight on somebody’s 
part.   
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There is no doubt that Anzac Day is indelibly implanted in the psyche of all Australians.  As we all know, that 
spirit came out of World War I, the Great War or the war to end all wars.  We all know about the circumstances 
at Gallipoli, which was an absolute military disaster.  We all know of the horrors of the Western Front during 
World War I and the horrendous death toll.  We also know of the horrendous conditions that our troops and 
troops from all sides found themselves in during that dreadful battle of the Somme and other battles on the 
Western Front.  Out of that adversity, as we are all aware, came the Anzac spirit.  That indomitable spirit of 
Australian troops has prevailed during World War II, the war in Korea, the Malaya conflicts, the Vietnam War 
and the conflicts in the Middle East, particularly Iraq.  I was pleased to read in the second reading speech a quote 
from John Keegan’s book The First World War, which seeks to define the Anzac spirit.  When considering the 
Anzac spirit he observed that -  

. . . Australian dash and individualism, combined with an intense spirit of comradeship, were to create 
units of formidable offensive power . . .  

The words “comradeship”, “individualism” and “dash” illustrate very well the reputation that Australian troops 
have gained for themselves over the past 100 years.  It is all about pride, mateship and a “can do” approach to 
the demands and horror of war.  As I said earlier, I am pleased that over time Anzac Day has been recaptured in 
the minds of the Australian people.  There was a time when I was concerned that people were losing that 
enthusiasm.  Today, Anzac Day attracts more and more attention, and the crowds at Anzac Day services get 
bigger.  Indeed, more people visit Gallipoli because it is something they feel they must do during their lifetime.  
In doing so, they demonstrate that Australians are truly grateful for and respectful of the sacrifices made on our 
behalf by many generations of Australian men and women in our armed services.  One of the more endearing 
and important visions I have about Anzac Day in recent times is the dawn service at Gallipoli and the crowds of 
young people, particularly young Australians, who attend that service.  It is regrettable that people were advised 
to not attend this year’s service because of the situation in the Middle East and other parts of the world.  I hope 
that that does not persist.  One thing I intend to do in my life is attend the dawn service at Gallipoli on Anzac 
Day.  I hope that many thousands of people do the same thing.   
I hope this Bill will contribute to the Australian community’s ongoing recognition of the Anzac spirit and the 
ongoing recognition that over many generations sacrifices have been made by so many Australians in the field of 
war.  It is an important piece of legislation in that sense.  The Bill does nothing more than remind us of what 
Anzac Day really means.  In that spirit the Opposition supports the Bill.  We will do whatever we can to ensure 
that Australians never forget the supreme sacrifice made by so many generations of Australians during many 
conflicts on our behalf and on behalf of Australia.  Supporting Anzac Day and what it stands for means that we 
will have an opportunity every year to reflect on that wonderful history - I say wonderful in the broader sense of 
the word - of conflict that Australia has found itself in and the way in which we have been well represented in 
those conflicts.   
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan) [12.37 pm]:  Before I outline the reasons that I am pleased to 
support the Bill, I put on record the extent of my pleasure at being able to participate in Parliament in my home 
town.  I have always been proud of the fact that I was born and raised in Kalgoorlie.  As Hon Norman Moore 
said, people who come from this area are a particular breed.  That may make more sense as I go through and 
explain the reasons that I support this Bill.   
Hon Graham Giffard:  You can take the girl out of the goldfields!  
Hon KATE DOUST:  That is right.  
I understand a lot of Hon Norman Moore’s comments and share his views.  The reason it was important to 
introduce this legislation in Albany was to acknowledge the fact that our Anzacs left from Albany.  It is equally 
important for us to deal with this Bill in Kalgoorlie today - and hopefully finalise it - because we must 
acknowledge the great sacrifice that many people in Kalgoorlie have made over the years in a range of conflicts.  
The townsfolk here, particularly the men, have always stepped up to the crease whenever the call has been made 
to defend their home and country.  When I was a child growing up in Kalgoorlie, we regularly attended the 
Anzac Day services that were held not far from here near the railway station at the Anzac memorial.  I would 
stand with my mother and siblings and watch my grandfather and a couple of my great uncles march.  I was 
always proud of what they had done for us.  I echo the view of Hon Norman Moore that there was a period when 
that pride and acknowledgment declined to a certain degree.  When I moved to the city, there was not the same 
extent of recognition and acknowledgment of or respect for those who had served and died on our behalf.  As a 
member of Parliament I have been pleased to be able to participate over the past couple of years in a range of 
services.  I acknowledge the growing number of people who attend these services, and particularly the number of 
children who now come with their parents to pay their respects.  Anzac Day is a day of great reflection for 
Australians right across the nation.  It is a sacred day in our calendar and a day of great significance.   
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This Bill is significant.  It amends a much earlier Act.  Although some of the changes are not monumental, they 
are significant in their own way.  It is important that I bring the debate back to how it relates to Kalgoorlie.  
Yesterday I spent some time enjoying myself by roaming around Kalgoorlie.  When I was at the Kalgoorlie 
library looking up some microfiche for another matter, I came across a newspaper article from the Kalgoorlie 
Miner of Friday, 14 April 1967, headed “Old Anzac Day programme should interest returned men”.  The article 
talks about how a program from an Anzac Day commemoration of 25 April 1918 had recently been returned to 
the town of Kalgoorlie.  The article also talks about the celebration that occurred.  That is how Anzac Day 
should be framed; it should be not a commemoration but a celebration of what these people gave for us.  The 
article talks about a religious service held in the Majestic Theatre.  For those who know Kalgoorlie, the Majestic 
Theatre was a bit of an icon in the town.  We all used to go there on Saturday afternoons to watch movies.  It was 
obviously also used for other purposes.  The article also talked about the march-past in Railway Parade and 
about another service in Hannan Street.  It then went on to talk about the great concert that occurred that night 
and listed the many people who participated.  The other thing this article talks about - this will hopefully correct 
some misinformation provided in an earlier speech - is that one of the Victoria Cross recipients, Private John 
Carroll, was a local person.  He was not from Perth; he was a Kalgoorlie boy.  The article states that he received 
his Victoria Cross for conspicuous bravery in the battle of Messines in the period 7 June to 12 June 1917, in 
which he single-handedly captured an enemy machine gun and rescued a comrade after killing seven German 
soldiers.  I wanted to set the record straight as he was a Kalgoorlie boy and not a Perth boy.  He is someone 
whom everyone from this region can be proud of.  Putting it in context, it is important that we deal with this Bill 
because of the great sacrifice that the people of Kalgoorlie have made.   

Some of the changes proposed in the Bill are important.  This Bill is important because it seeks to ensure that the 
Anzac spirit is remembered and commemorated into the future.  The program to take students to various 
significant Anzac sites overseas is important.  It is difficult from simply reading books or watching television to 
grasp the gravity and seriousness of the position in which these people found themselves when they were 
defending us.  The project to rebuild the state war memorial is important, particularly given the increasing 
number of people who attend the memorial, not just on Anzac Day but also throughout the year, to pay their 
respects to those who died for us.  As a member, I have been fortunate to attend a number of school services.  
Quite often schools invite former soldiers - diggers - to talk about their experiences.  Sadly, not too many Anzacs 
are still alive.  I am not sure whether any Anzacs remain in Western Australia.  Quite often fellows, and 
sometimes women, who served in the Second World War and sometimes the Vietnam War share their 
experiences.  That is an absolute eye-opener for the children involved.  It enables them to understand how 
important it was that these people were prepared to step up and make that sacrifice.   

The Government’s plan to make grants of $250 000 to various RSL groups to update war memorials is very 
positive.  I was fortunate to recently present a cheque to the local RSL group in South Perth so that it could 
refurbish the war memorial in Labouchere Road.  I know how pleased that group was to receive that financial 
assistance from the Government to upgrade the memorial.  Hon Simon O’Brien will agree that the services in 
South Perth are well attended by the local community on an annual basis.   
Hon Simon O’Brien:  They are very well run by Mr Kevin Trent.   

Hon KATE DOUST:  Kevin Trent does an excellent job.  He is a fine fellow.  We look forward to him 
continuing to organise that finely tuned military operation every Anzac Day.   
Hon Simon O’Brien:  He is a councillor of the city and also a recipient of the Reserve Force Decoration.  He is a 
fine citizen.   
Hon KATE DOUST:  He is also secretary of the local RSL.  He is a very busy man.  Emphasis will now be 
placed in the school curriculum on encouraging schoolchildren to research Anzac Day and get involved in local 
community projects such as repairing memorials and even adopting memorials.  That is very good.  That will 
encourage schoolchildren to not only think about what has occurred but also get involved in the act of 
volunteering, which is another area that needs to be promoted.  This legislation is important in the long term.  
Unless we put these processes in place, we will not be able to ensure that the servicemen and women who gave 
so freely of themselves to look after us and do the right thing by us will be remembered, respected and 
commemorated by the next generation or the one beyond.   
It is important that this shift in legislation has come from the Treasurer’s office, because it gives it a high status.  
It acknowledges that the Government regards Anzac Day as vitally important, not just in remembering Gallipoli 
but also every other conflict in which people have fought on behalf of our State.  I think of my own family in 
Kalgoorlie.  My grandfather served in the Air Force during the Second World War and was in New Guinea.  My 
Uncle A.B. “Pud” Graffin was at the Kokoda Trail with one of his brothers.  His other brother Frank Graffin 
unfortunately did not get beyond Crete.  Two of my younger uncles served in Vietnam and another more recently 
served in Africa and East Timor.  The line goes on in Kalgoorlie.  People are prepared to make that sacrifice.  
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Particularly during the Second World War, whole groups of young men signed up and fought together.  
Unfortunately, not all of them came home together.   
I hope that we are able to pass this Bill today.  The Government has made some positive changes.  They may not 
be monumental changes in terms of what is written, but they are significant changes in terms of future outcomes.  
Anything that encourages our children and grandchildren to remember the sacrifice that was made and to 
continue to pay their respects is important.  They need to understand how dreadful war is and the impact that it 
has upon our community, not just in economic terms but also in every other way, such as the impact it has on 
families and the future.  It is important that that be remembered, so that we hopefully do not make the same 
mistakes again and again.  I am pleased that the Government has brought forward this legislation.  I fully support 
it.  I look forward to the passage of this Bill today.   

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [12.49 pm]:  This Bill amends the Anzac Day Act 1960.  The Bill 
amends the definition of “Anzac Day” and states that it is - 

a day for the commemoration of the landing of Australian troops on the shores of Gallipoli on 25 April 
1915 and recognises the sacrifices made by all Australian men and women serving their country in 
times of war and conflict and in peacekeeping duties. 

Many members of this place have family members who served as troops in the First and Second World Wars, the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars, in Afghanistan and now in Iraq.  We heard that Hon Kate Doust too had family 
members who sacrificed their lives.  I had a grandfather who, as a young man, was a stretcher bearer in the First 
World War.  That must have been a horrific task for him.  I also have a brother who is a Vietnam veteran.  Anzac 
Day need not be enshrined in law; it is part of our history and culture.  For the past 40 years I, like Hon Kate 
Doust, have attended Anzac services, first with school, then with Brownies and Guides Australia and then with 
the community, to pay my respects to those who fought in those wars,.  It is part of what it means to me to be an 
Australian.  A dawn service on Anzac Day is especially moving.  Western Australia’s link to the dawn service is 
also a very special one, as it was in Albany that the tradition of the dawn service was born.  Reverend White led 
a party of friends in the first ever observance of a dawn parade on Anzac Day and established a tradition that all 
Australians, if they rise early enough, love to attend.  My office is in Albany, from where the first troops in the 
First World War left.  There is nothing as special as standing in the early morning hours on the cliff face in 
Albany waiting for the sun to rise.  It is special as young and old people are present and there is hardly a space to 
stand.  It is beautiful.  I would love to go to Gallipoli one day, as people tell me that watching the dawn service 
there is the most moving experience one can have.  Reverend White served as one of the padres of the earliest 
Anzacs to leave King George Sound, Albany on 19 November 1914.  My brother David not only is a Vietnam 
veteran but also was an Army chaplain for many years.  It is the chaplains of all our armed forces in wars who 
hold the men’s faith together in those terrible times.  They must have seen sights that none of us has ever seen, 
and I thank God that I have never seen them. 

At the battle in Gallipoli, our soldiers developed a national identity by fighting together, while at home our pride 
in their achievements made us realise that we were the equal of any nation.  We gather on 25 April to remember 
the Anzacs and their achievements.  We should remember them, not as old soldiers from a forgotten war, but as 
the young Australians they were in 1915 who, through their sacrifice and deeds, helped build the nation and a 
national identity of which we should be intensely proud. 

A padre called John Fahey also went with the first troops to Gallipoli during the First World War.  He wrote 
home to the Bishop of Perth in August 1915.  My version of what he said is - 

I do not know if I should get through this for we live from minute to minute, but in case I should not, I 
wish to mention here my appreciation of Australian soldiers.  They are splendid fellows, every one, and 
I am so glad to be associated with them.  Nothing could excel their courage and reckless daring and 
their cheerfulness in the most trying positions.  Those men who found discipline irksome in camp and 
growled about small things will now face death with a smile, growl at nothing and bear the most cruel 
wounds with smiling cheerfulness.  I have seen men come in with very little face left, but the little that 
they had was decorated with a cigarette and a feint attempt at a smile.  I have never heard a wounded 
man groan.  The only question is when they will be fit to return to the firing line.  Begging your Grace’s 
prayers and blessing for myself and all the boys. 

I once read a book about the siege of Tobruk in the Second World War.  A chapter of the book told the story of 
two soldiers who were friends.  They both went out in the desert with a night-fighting patrol that was ambushed.  
One of the soldiers made it back to the safety lines the next morning.  He searched for his mate among the 
wounded in hospital but he could not find him, so he asked permission to go out through the wire to search for 
him.  Permission was denied.  The soldier sneaked out and eventually found his mate.  He picked him up and 
carried him on his back.  He was within sight of the Australian lines when he was shot and wounded by a sniper.  
Although wounded, the soldier continued to carry his mate and eventually brought him to a medical aid post 
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where he himself was hospitalised for his wounds.  His friend had died on his back on the way into the post.  His 
officer found him in hospital and told him off.  He said -  

I told you not to go out there and now I have two men out of action instead of one. 

The soldier looked up from his bed and said to the officer -  

Yes, but when I found him, he said to me, “I knew you would come.” 

How simple are those words, “I knew you would come”?  Those words embody the mateship and reflect the 
great tradition and ethos of the armed forces -  he went back for his mate and nobody was going to stop him. 

The men in the Great War came home heroes, but the men in the Vietnam War did not come home to the same 
kind of feeling.  Shane Fontana, a Vietnam veteran, wrote how he felt about that at the time.  He said that the 
Vietnam War was the longest war in modern history, it raised political passion and moral controversy throughout 
the western world and played an important part in shaping the political destiny of not only South East Asia but 
also the whole world.  He said that there was much misunderstanding of the true reasons for the war, as was 
illustrated by the comparison of how people both perceived and reacted to what others were getting up to in the 
way tragedy evolved.  He said that in Vietnam, soldiers encountered the trauma of fighting on while the rationale 
for the war was being questioned; then after, in the homecoming, they had to face the devaluation of the 
sacrifices made by the soldiers along with the cause.  He said that it was a different war in that, without the 
acknowledgment of national valour, the soldiers were left without any feeling of individual honour and all too 
often they were left with a feeling of being brutalised by the terrible sameness of war, which in this case they 
could never redeem. 

That was how that Vietnam veteran felt then.  However, I think it is different now; Vietnam veterans are revered 
in the Australian ethos.  I just hope that our soldiers in Iraq do not come home to those same sections of the 
community that made Vietnam veterans feel like absolute scum because they were doing something for their 
country.  If they are doing something for their country, they ought to be revered for it. 

Finally, I will quote a Vietnam veteran, whom I will not identify, on the 30-year reunion service of a Vietnam 
troop.  He said - 

In 1970 most of us were 19, 20 and 21.  The officers and NCOs were older, but not by much.  We came 
from all parts of Australia, and from all walks of life.  We were the baby boomer generation.  Our 
parents were post war immigrants, or people mainly from Britain who had settled in Australia many 
years before.  Most of us were not professional soldiers, we were regulars who joined for a bit of 
adventure, or we were national servicemen.  Most of us left the Army post-Vietnam. 

When we first marched into Woodside Camp many of us were fresh from 6 months of recruit and corps 
training.  Our stiff boots still stiff, and our greens still green.  The majority of us were in the infantry, 
but a number of our comrades in the battalion were those who importantly supplied music, bullets, 
beans, and bandages. 

As individuals we were formed into companies . . . Through hard training we individuals became a 
section, and the sections became platoons, and the platoons became companies, and the companies 
became a battalion.  In all this process we never lost our unique individuality, and our sense of fun, but 
we did become a team of tight knit professionals.  We came to think of ourselves as; 1 platoon, or 
Support Company, or the 3rd Battalion.  So if an issue arose, it was not ‘I think’, but ‘the platoon thinks, 
or the company thinks, or the battalion thinks.’ 

We did tough field training exercises in South Australia, Canungra, and Shoalwater Bay.  We were at 
the peak of fitness, our morale was high, and our skills were sharp. 

At the beginning of 1971 we deployed offshore for our tour of duty. 

And when we returned most of us were a year older, a bit wiser in the ways of the world, but we were 
still only 20, 21 and 22. 
Post Vietnam, many of us who shed our green skin to step into the outside world initially found it 
difficult to adapt back into society.  But we did, we managed in our own way, and 30 years later here 
we are, once again on our old parade ground, formed up as a proud and strong battalion. 
There are gaps in our ranks, and in this Service today we honour their memory and their contribution to 
our battalion, to our country.   
We are now in our 50’s and 60’s, and some are even older.   
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It’s therefore fitting that the reading heard just now reminds us to never become discouraged, even 
though our physical being is gradually decaying.  It reminds us that in all the trials of life, it is important 
to fix our eyes on that which is unseen, for we walk with faith, not by sight.   
In conclusion: 
Tomorrow we form up to march as a battalion once again.  Remember the tradition that we do not 
march alone, for, as we step off, those who down the ages have served in the battalion will be keeping 
step with us. 

That embodies the Anzac tradition.  We go to remember the people who came before us.  I do not think we need 
any Bill to tell us that those traditions will continue for many years.  They are embedded in our culture.  It will 
keep on going and get bigger and better because many children who attend Anzac services will in turn, as adults, 
take their children.  They will remember the sacrifices. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  I give the call to Hon Dee Margetts but, having regard to the 
time, the debate stands adjourned. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to sessional orders. 
[Continued on page 6650.] 
 


